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* Soviet U-2-

. As we might have suspecked. the Rus-
sians had a U.2 befare we developed our
S Own, : :
% Tie Russian plane pictyred below is offi-
- cially designated U-2. It was photographed
1. in 1944 by me when I was a nfember “of

&) American shuttle-bombing base in Poltava
1. (Ukmaine). ) '
1 The Soviet U-2 was designed originallv
¢| ¢ by N. N. Polikarpov as an obscrvation plane
¢ (like our own U.2j, Dunn
© {Sccond. not First{. it was uscd, for obser -
ing belind cociny

light bombs sluhg on gacks under its lower .
wings. ' '

<o a sgle-engine, biplue with a maximunr
= speed of 150 kilometers per hour (9% mphy -
ant a waximum ceiling of about-10.000 ft.
While the Russians despise our U-2. thiey
speak verv warmbv of theit owne:
) “This September night was cold and dark
v Stalingrad. Lvervthing had gm{m con--
fused-in these two weeks durng whidy fight-
ing had been going on in the. city itsclt.
The front shifted so fantastically from block
to block, and from building to buikdng,
that the Cermans were afraid to bonib at-
night for fear of hitting their own men.

v i Only our little U2 “Jewelers,” as they were S

| . called, could be ardered %o destroy the left
| wing of 4-building while our ov¥n' soldiers
.. wefe. occupying - its yight wing. AThey did

"3 local joke to say:that thov cenld stand at -
anehor all night long ovec the Germans

the War

ine, s a training plave,
L for air-ambulaince work, and ale carried

1: The Sovict, U-2 i dctcribcd “{ [anc's,‘
o All the Worlds Aircngt (1945 ¢dition) as ' -

+i. their jeweler's work «at night, and -it 'was a |

o and diop their little bonibs -que by one.” o
(Froln Konstaptin  Simovoy, Days and,
: . Ve o S
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